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Committed to Excellence, Focused on Learning 

VISION:   

It is our vision to establish Caruthersville School District #18 as an educational model of 

excellence. 

MISSION 

Caruthersville School District #18 will provide students a safe, supportive, and nurturing 

environment so that they may become productive citizens ready to enter the work force, mili-

tary, technical school and / or college. 

The district will hold students and teachers to the highest standards, embracing critical think-

ing and technology through a rigorous curriculum, educating all its students to become suc-

cessful learners.   

The district will become accredited with distinction through a commitment to excellence and 

a focus on learning.  

Superintendent’s News and Notes 
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GOALS 

To develop and enhance quality educational / instructional programs that improve achieve-

ment for all students and assists them in meeting their personal, academic, and career goals. 

To promote and facilitate parent and community involvement to enhance relationships that 

will support student achievement. 

To manage organizational systems and resources in order to provide safe, orderly, high-

performing learning environments.  

School Resource Officer, Jerry Hudgens, Jr., visited Mrs. Kimberly Wells’ 

kindergarten class on the first day of school.  Mrs. Wells was sharing with 

the class information about the new Positive Behavior Intervention Support 

(PBIS) badges.  Officer Hudgens is a 2012 graduate of Caruthersville High 

School.  Welcome back to Caruthersville School District Officer Hudgens.   



 

 

Dear Parent or Guardian: 

Caruthersville School District #18 is required to inform you of information that you have a right to know, according to the Every 

Student Succeeds Act of 2015 (Public Law 114-95). 

Upon your request, our district is required to provide to you in a timely manner, the following information: 

 Whether your child’s teacher has met State qualification and licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject areas in which 

the teacher provides instruction. 

 Whether your child’s teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional status through the State qualification or li-

censing criteria have been waived. 

 Whether your child’s teacher is teaching in the field of discipline of the certification of the teacher. 

 Whether your child is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if so, their qualifications. 

In addition to the information that parents may request, a building receiving Title I.A funds must provide to each individual par-

ent: 

 Information on the level of achievement and academic growth of your child, if applicable and available, on each of the State 

academic assessments required under Title I.A. 

 Timely notice that your child has been assigned, or has been taught for 4 or more consecutive weeks by, a teacher who has 

not met applicable State certification or licensure requirements at the grade level and subject area in which the teacher has 

been assigned. 

Should you wish to receive this information, please contact: 

 

Ms. J. J. Bullington, Superintendent 

1711 Ward Avenue 

Caruthersville School District #18 

(573) 333-6100, ext. 3 

Parents Right to Know 

2017 Homecoming Candidates 

(Top to  bottom) 

Katelyn Akins escorted by Jacob Underwood 

Ally White escorted by Blake Irions 

Cortlyn Hays escorted by Bryce Strawn 

Hannah Vaughn escorted by Tanner Cobb 

Adi Hubbard escorted by John Robert Young 

GO BIG RED !!! 



 Parental Information and Resource Center (PIRC)  

The Parental Information and Resource Center (PIRC) program is funded by the US Department of 
Education, Office of Innovation and Improvement, established to provide training, information, and 
support to parents and individuals who work with local parents, districts, and schools that receive 
Title I.A funds. PIRCs provide both regional and statewide services and disseminate information to 
parents on a statewide basis.  

PIRCs help implement successful and effective parental involvement policies, programs, and activi-
ties that lead to improvements in student academic achievement, and that strengthen partnerships 
among parents, teachers, principals, administrators, and other school personnel in meeting the edu-
cation needs of children; and to assist parents to communicate effectively with teachers, principals, 
counselors, administrators, and other school personnel.  

The recipients of PIRC grants are required to: serve both rural and urban areas, use at least half 
their funds to serve areas with high concentrations of low-income children, and use at least 30 per-
cent of the funds they receive for early childhood parent program.  

Centers must include activities that establish, expand, or operate early childhood parent education 
programs and typically engage in a variety of technical assistance activities designed to improve stu-
dent academic achievement, including understanding the accountability systems in the state and 
school districts being served by a project. Specific activities often include helping parents to under-
stand the data that accountability systems make available to parents and the significance of that 
data for such things as opportunities for supplemental services and public school choice afforded to 
their children attending buildings in school improvement.  

PIRCs generally develop resource materials and provide information about high quality family in-
volvement programs to families, schools, school districts, and others through conferences, work-
shops, and dissemination of materials. Projects generally include a focus on serving parents of low-
income, minority, and limited English proficient (LEP) children enrolled in elementary and secondary 
schools.  

Missouri has two PIRCs – one in St. Louis and one in Springfield. For service and contact infor-
mation, go to their website at http://www.nationalpirc.org/directory/MO-32.html 

Highway Patrol’s Colonel   

Sandra K Karsten visited 

Caruthersville High School and 

Middle School.  Colonel 

Karsten spoke to students 

about how she became a 

member of the highway patrol 

and how to pursue a career in 

law enforcement.  Colonel 

Karsten was accompanied by 

several members of the high-

way patrol.  Pictured with 

Colonel Karsten are members 

of the highway patrol as well 

as Stacy Bradshaw (HS Assis-

tant Principal, Pastor Jamie 

Jones, Chief Tony Jones, J. J. 

Bullington (Superintendent), 

Officer Jerry Hudgens, Jr.  

A few members of the community were 

available to greet middle school students 

on the first day of school.  “Thank you” 

Coach Joe Cagle, Doyle Carter and 

Prentiss Earl (right) and Reverend Kenny 

Lee (above).  “Thank you” for caring 

about our students.   

“A mentor is someone who allows you to see the hope inside yourself.”    Oprah Winfrey 

 



Reminders 

September 15: Homecoming 

  4:00 Parade 

  6:00  Crowning 

  7:00 Game 

October 6-9: Fall Break (No School) 

October 17: Elementary Parent / Teacher Conferences 

October 19: High School Parent / Teacher Conferences 

October 24: High School Parent / Teacher Conferences 

(Parent / Teachers conferences are from 5:00-7:00 p.m.) 

Elementary Pancake Days 

Caruthersville Elementary School 

will host a pancake breakfast each 

week for a different homeroom 

class.  Students in the class may 

invite 2 guests to join them for 

pancakes.  Each breakfast will be 

from 8:30-9:30.  The dates for 

each homeroom are listed below. 

September 8 Ms. Adams 

September 22 Mrs. Bethune 

September 29 Mrs. Cain 

October 13 Mrs. Constant 

October 20 Ms. Fales 

October 27 Mrs. Ford 

November 3 Mrs. Freeman 

November 10 Mrs. Horton 

November 17 Mrs. Incrocci 

December 1 Mrs. Jones 

December 8 Mrs. Long 

January 5 Ms. Luedecke 

January 12 Mrs. Martin 

January 19 Ms. Moore 

January 26 Ms. Pritchard 

February 2 Mrs. Privett 

February 9 Ms. Rigsby 

February 16 Mrs. Shearer 

February 23 Mrs. Sherrow 

March 2  Ms. Singleton 

March 9  Mrs. Stevens 

March 16 Mrs. Turnage 

March 23 Mrs. Walker 

April 6  Mrs. Wells 

April 13  Mrs. White 

Students in Ms. Adams class enjoy the first pancake day with parents and special guests.  

Senior, Stephen Rodgers, speaks 

with members of the highway 

patrol about  career opportuni-

ties.  

The Missouri State Highway Patrol is under the 
command of Colonel Sandra K. Karsten, who 
was appointed Superintendent effective March 
9, 2017. The Superintendent is supported by 
the Assistant Superintendent and Bureau Com-
manders.  Colonel Karsten is the first female to 
be appointed to this position.   

Tips for Parents 

Home is the best place for you to make a difference.  Sit 

with your child while he or she does homework.  Just 

your physical presence helps your child fight restlessness 

and concentrate better.  Being able to discuss the work 

with you makes homework less frustrating when your 

child is doing something difficult and even more exciting 

when your child is working on something interesting.  

Let your child see you reading, and read to young chil-

dren whenever possible.  This one activity can be essen-

tial to your child’s academic success.  Achievement in all 

subjects improves with good reading skills.  

Parent and Community Involvement 



WELCOME NEW STAFF 

New staff pictured with members of Caruthersville School District Administration:  left to right:  Stacy Bradshaw (HS Assistant 

Principal), Ashley Reynolds (Elementary Art), Stephanie McGraw (MS Principal), Laura Dean (HS Mathematics), Ariel Abbott 

(HS Secretary), Penny Stauffer (HS Business), Kamala Corkin (HS Business), Bradley Snead (HS In-School-Suspension), Jasmine 

Jones (MS Mathematics), Corey Miller (MS Assistant Principal), Cassandra Hodge (MS Mathematics), Misty Rhine (Elementary 

Assistant Principal), Kaitlin Brantley (MS Computer Literacy / Interventionist).  Not pictured:  Barbie McNabb (MS Instructional 

Aide).  Also not picture are new staff to Pemiscot County Special School District:  Tocarra Bailey, Bridgett Brewer, Dellana 

Broussard, Lamont Bell, Kallie House, Tina Pipkins and Jessica Jones.  

Misty Rhine, Assistant 

Principal, with Layne 

Woodall (K).  

Ms. Jamie Fales, Kassidy Bethune (8th), 

Kady Bethune (3rd), Hallie Walker (4th),  

Mrs. Holly Jayroe, Mrs. Kara Lee       

Bethune, Mrs. Kori Walker.   

Bella Snead with Mrs. Jayne 

Haddock.   



Parent Information 

All parents are provided the following information at the beginning of the school year.  If you have not re-

ceived this information, you can find copies on the Caruthersville School District website at http://

www.cps18.org.  Please sign and return the Parent-Student Compact to your child’s school. 

 Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015 

(ESSA) Complaint Procedures.  This guide explains how to file a complaint about any of the programs 

that are administered by the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (the De-

partment) under Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015 (ESSA).  

 Parent / Family Involvement Policy (IGBC).  The Caruthersville School District Board of Education be-

lieves that engaging parents/families in the education process is essential to improved academic suc-

cess for students.   This policy outlines the districts goals and plans to facilitate parent/family involve-

ment.  

 School-Parent-Student Compact.  Each building’s School-Parent-Student Compact outlines responsibili-

ties of the school, the parents and the students participating in the Title I.A activities, services and pro-

grams.  The compact outlines how the entire staff, the parents, and the students will share the respon-

sibility for improved student academic achievement.   

Community Involvement / Volunteers 

The benefits of community involvement and engagement have been shown to have significant short and long term benefits.  

According to the National Education Association (NEA), “When schools, parents, families, and communities work together to 

support learning, students tend to earn higher grades, attend school more regularly, stay in school longer, and enroll in higher 

level programs.”   

Volunteering is one of the most common and popular ways to encourage community involvement in schools.  Connect with local 

businesses, civic organizations, charities and other groups in the community to enlist volunteers to come in before, during and 

after the school day.   

Volunteering can come in many different shapes and forms.  Local leaders and individuals in the community can visit classes and 

speak about their chosen profession for Career Day.  Community members can volunteer to help with tutoring, clubs and special 

activities.   

Not every individual will have time to volunteer in person.  However, sponsorships and donations to programs are another way 

many show support for our school district.   

Far left:  Julie Coppage, a frequent face in the elementary library, 

is always willing to volunteer.  She helps with checkout, shelving 

books, and twice yearly with the book fair.  Her help is greatly ap-

preciated by elementary librarian, Mrs. Donna Shelton.   

James and Brenda Mott helped with some of the library deco-

rating this year.  Mrs. Brenda assisted with her sewing skills to 

decorate the library doors.  Mr. James used his skills to repaint the 

library bench.   



Please visit the Caruthersville School District website  

http://www.cps18.org 

To find updated information, athletic schedules, school board agenda and minutes, etc. 

Click on Parent Information / Resources under the District Information tab 

for important parent information regarding the district’s federal programs. 

Visit our schools on Facebook at 

Caruthersville High School, Caruthersville Middle School, Caruthersville Elementary School 

Visit our district Facebook page at 

Caruthersville School District #18 

Student learn about the continents in Mr. Morgan’s 

social studies class.  Pictured back to front:  Malachi 

Parrott, Kenyon Bogan, Kamron Watkins-Isbell.  

Students participate 

in a community 

building activity in 

Mrs. Kelly Whitfield’s 

class.  Pictured left to 

right:  Bradley King, 

Kristiona Dean, Sela 

Hubbard, Sterling 

Seth Jones.   

Pictured above:  Kira Burkeen, Dankyha Ricks, Tama-

rye Jones work together on a class team building 

activity.  

Community Building Activity in Mrs. 

Kelly Whitfield’s middle school class.   

Pictured above:  Da’Nesha Webster, Keirstin 

Carr, Kylan Taylor, Isaiah Rodgers.  

 

Middle School students Miley Tate and Emma 

Grace Lindsey work together on a social studies 

project in Mr. Morgan’s class.   
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Middle School student, Norah 

Leasure, practices opening her 

locker on the first day of school.  

Fifth graders in Mr. Wal-

ter’s music class practice 

procedures for going to 

the high school for music 

class.   

Kindergarten students 

Lucas Petty, Isabel Lack and 

Allysa Crowell enjoy the 

computers on the first day 

of school.   

Maurice Byant (2nd grade) 

proudly showing his work 

on the first day of school.   

Kindergarten students prac-

tice lining up on the first day 

of school.   

Nevaeh Wooden (Pre-K) en-

joys her class on the first day.   

Mollie Claire Price and Ann 

Kathryn Trevathan (3rd) pose 

for a picture.   

Cordie Johnson (3rd) is all 

smiles on the first day of 

school.   


